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when the public good beckoned him to go on. Last, and chiefest, he has acquired it by an open honesty of purpose which knew no concealments, by a straightforwardness of action which disdained the forms of office and the arts of intrigue, by a disinterestedness of motive which knew no selfish or sordid calculation, a devotedness of patriotism which staked everything personal on the issue of every measure which the public welfare required him to adopt. By these qualities and these means he has acquired his prodigious popularity and his transcendent influence over the public mind, and if there are any who envy that influence and popularity, let them envy also, and emulate, if they can, the qualities and means by which they were acquired.
"Great has been the opposition to President Jackson's Administration; greater, perhaps, than ever has been exhibited against any Government, short of actual insurrection and forcible resistance. Revolution has been proclaimed, and everything has been done that could be expected to produce revolution. The country has been alarmed, agitated, convulsed. From the Senate Chamber to the village barroom, from one aid of the continent to the other, denunciation, agitation, excitement has been the order of the day. For eight years the President of this republic has stood upon a volcano, vomiting fire and flames upon him, and threatening the country with ruin and desolation, if the people did not expel the usurper, despot and tyrant, as he was called, from the high place to which the suffrages of millions of freemen had elevated him.
"Great is the confidence which he has always reposed in the discernment and equity of American people. I have been accustomed to see him for many years and under many discouraging trials, but never saw him doubt for an instant the ultimate support of the people. It was my privilege to see him often and during the most gloomy period of the panic conspiracy, when the whole earth seemed to be infears. Are we respected or despised abroad? Certainly the Americanalling predictions of ruin and woe; never has any \                           one been so pursued with direful prognostications;   never I                         has any one been so beset and impeded by a powerful com-"'.                         bination of political and moneyed confederates; never has
